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Dear Parents/Carers,

In your child’s book bag, they will have a fiction or a non-fiction book, as well as a
reading for pleasure book.

The reading for pleasure book is a book that the children have chosen from our
classroom. We would not yet expect Nursery children to read these books by
themselves. These books are for adults at home to read to children, perhaps before
bedtime or when relaxing at home. We give children these books to instil their
passion for reading; our aim at Abbey Hey is for every child to fall in love with
reading!

The fiction and non-fiction books are lilac band reading books. These books contain
no words.

A wordless book is a book that tells a story purely through the illustrations. Wordless
picture books are valuable tools for literacy development as they engage children
in prediction, critical thinking, meaning making and storytelling. Guiding your child’s
interaction with a wordless book can also develop a richer vocabulary and greater
understanding of story structure.

How to Read a Wordless Picture Book with Your Child

At first it might feel a little strange to sit down to "read" a wordless book with your
child, but | encourage you to tap into your inner child to give it a go. Here are some
tips to get you started:

1.Begin by looking at the cover. What can you see2 What clues to the story does the
cover illustration show?e

2.Read the ftitle. Does the title give you any ideas for what the story might be about?
Make predictions about the story based on the cover and fitle.

3.Take a picture walk. Look through the pages of the book with the sole purpose of
enjoying the pictures. Talk about anything that captures your attention.

4."Read" the story. You might go first, inviting your child to add to your story as they
see fit. Don't be afraid to tell your story with dramatic flair. Add sound effects and
interesting voices that suit the characters of your tale.

5.Encourage your child to take a turn telling their own version of the story.

6.Ask questions about the book — Look at the front cover. What could the book be
aboute Who are the main characters?2 What do you think will happen nexte Do you
like how the story ended?¢ Can you think of another way the book could have
ended?

Please aim to read with your child for 10-15 minutes every day.

Each week we will send a reading challenge on Class Dojo, so keep your eyes open.
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